God Is Love
 
1 John 4:7-12
Key Verse 12: No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
 
 
V7-8
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

1. What do verses 7-8 teach us about love? How is this different from the world’s view of love? Why do you think there is such a large gap between the Bible’s definition of love and the world’s?
 
What do verses 7-8 teach us about love? 
(1) Love is from God. There is no love in man. Love is in God. God is the source of love. God is the one who shows love.  
(2) Whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. This is a positive result of loving.
(3) Anyone who does not love does not know God. This is a negative result of not loving.
(4) God is love. It shows God’s fundamental identity. This is the basis for claiming that whoever does not love does not know God.
(5) God is ‘I AM WHO I AM’. God is love. Jesus’ seven I AM " statements in John’s gospel do not include “I am love.” All seven I AM statements reveal Jesus is love. 

How is this different from the world’s view of love? Why do you think there is such a large gap between the Bible’s definition of love and the world’s?
The world views love as physical, mental, or monetary. The world knows love that is from the world. But the world does not know love that is from God. The world does not know God. The world cannot know God. It is because the Spirit of God and the spirit of the world are different. The world and God speak different languages. 





2. Why should we love one another according to V7? Can someone who doesn't love know God? Why/why not?

Why should we love one another according to V7?
(1) Those who are born of God and know God will love one another. Love one another is the natural course of being born of God and knowing God. 
(2) We should love because we have love that is from God. When we love, the love of God is shown for others through us. 

 Can someone who doesn't love know God? Why/why not? 
No. because God is love.




V9-10.
9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

3. What does it mean that the love of God was made manifest? How was God's love manifested among us? What does it mean that Jesus is the “propitiation” for our sins?
 
What does it mean that the love of God was made manifest?
It was shown to us visibly and physically. God sent his only Son into the world. So the world could see him in a human body. 

 How was God's love manifested among us?
So that we might live through him. We were dead. We were made alive through him. God’s love is manifested among us when we live throug him who died for us. 

 What does it mean that Jesus is the “propitiation” for our sins?
He brought peace between God and us by paying the price of our sin fully. He fully satisfies God’s wrath against us because of our sins. No one can bring peace between the holy God and sinners except Jesus.


4. Why do you think this order is emphasized: not that we loved God, but that God loved us?
It shows the love of God. He loved us first when we hated him. It was not easy for him to love us first. He gave his life to love us first. Truly love is from God. 


V11-12.
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

5. What should we do if we acknowledge that God so loved us? (11) How can God be seen in our lives? (12)

What should we do if we acknowledge that God so loved us? (11)
We ought to love one another. Our deeds show what we know. What we believe in our hearts appears in our actions.

 How can God be seen in our lives? (12)
When we love one another God abides in us. Other people will see God in us. They will see love that is from God. 

John 1:18 says “ No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.” We see God in Jesus. When we love one another, He who abides in us will be Jesus. People will see the perfect love of God in us. 


